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greater part died of disease. The net results of a five years' ct>> m the
campaign were the capture of Martinique and St. Lucia, indila
and a treaty with the " Black Emperor ", the negro Tous-
saint 1'Ouverture, who had made himself master of the
greater part of San Domingo.
At sea Pitt entirely failed to realize the importance of
preventing the French from using their sea power. At first rc) At
their navy was greatly affected by the Revolution and the 5ca
royalist rising at Toulon was very threatening. But Pitt
made no effort to blockade the French ports, and thus
their fleet was reorganized and put to sea. It was able to
carry troops to the West Indies, it was able to send an army
to Ireland, and it was able to convoy grain across the
Atlantic. Lord Howe was sent, in 1794, to cut off the grain
fleet, and he defeated the French in the Battle of the Gkriom
First of June, fought off Ushant, but though technically The
he was victorious, the corn ships slipped through during the
engagement and reached Brest safely. Finally, by failing (1794)
to command the coast road to Genoa, as it possibly might
have done, the fleet did not check the French campaign in
Italy which in 1796 gave Napoleon his wonderful successes
and forced us to evacuate the Mediterranean.
In this same year of 1796, too, the French were able to
send a fleet to attack us in Ireland. Their ships put out of French
Brest, with fifteen thousand troops on board, and set sail for
Bantry Bay. Their commanders, however, were in a ship
which lost touch with the fleet1 and the winds proved
persistently contrary, so that the French had finally to retire
without landing in Ireland at all.
1 The French fleet left Brest just as night was coming on, and Pellew, the
commander of a British frigate which ^as watching the port, attached himself
to the French fleet, just out of gunshot, and by making f Jbe signals, borning
blue lights, and sending up rockets, played havoc viith the coiamander-ui-
chief's orders, and got the fleet into hopeless confusion*